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PFEDERAL DOSSIER

k recently I commented on a Federal Data
'Center that is being consldered, into
~which all Government-held information
about individual citizens would be fed.
Such a center would take from Ameri-

cans any chance they might have for .

-individualism. The citizen would be-

come merely a number and much of his -

 life’s history coifld be retrieved from the
computer.

Last Sunday’s Outlook section of the
-Washington Post contained a most in-

- teresting article entitled “There’s a Dos=-.

‘,sler on You,” written by Richard Har-
ywood. - Mr..Harwood points out that an
"enormous industry has been created in

' the United States for the purpose of com-

‘piling dossiers on our innocent citizens. -

Mr. Harwood suggests Government

- ‘“gecurity” reports- on private clbizens

‘often end up in the hands of private em-=
ployers and vice versa.

 Mr. President, the Subcommittee on
;Administrative Practice and Procedure
is presently investigating this so-called

‘Federal Data Center, and we intend_to_‘"ﬂdoctors—40,000-p1us—-although they are not -

Elie near future,

hold hearings. an. this “dossiér, concept’.

#-'I ask unanimous consent to have
-printed at this polnt In the Rreconp the

‘article published in the Washington Post
of May 29, 1966. . IR

v There being no objection, the article
"was ordered to be printed in the Rzcoro,
188 follows: :

‘THERE'S A Dossien oN You-—Ir Mrisur Nor
Br 1nv CIA or FBI FiLes; It Micut ONLY
Be FHA'Ss CHECK ON MARITAL STABILITY
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¥last year by private investigating agencles

v wind up in a divoree court, -

‘whose assignment is to spot people likely to |

Thelr snooplng is donc 50 disorcetly (and *

-‘often 80 supcerficially) that few if any FHA
i loan applicants are aware that their domestic
' problems nre the subject of public interest.
. If one nsks what interest the Government

has In, say, the indiscretions of an Arlington

~suburbanite, he 1s given an answer worthy -

+ of the counting house: .
*“*The reputation and marital amicability

, of an applicant for n mortgage loan ., , are
& vital part of our risk determination. Ono

i of the lecadlng causes of foreclosuro is

: divorce.” ’ -

t The same sort of logic Is used to justily

!
I
|
1
|

i’snooping of every description into the per=.

. sonal affalrs of American cltizens by both

- public and private institutlons in our society. |

{ '""I'he ideal,” as & sccurity official at the

I Defense Department hes put 1t, s to eliml- .

! nate risk in-advance.”
- A SIX-MONTIH DAG
. In pursuit "of this ideal, Defenso hag
- ereated an claborate Investigative apparatus
. which in a récent six-month perifod turncd
tup- 22 sexual perverts, three alcoholics and
\ ten - “psychiatric cases.” They were all
, private citizens who required “securlty clear-
iances” because their companies held defenso
;. contracta. : -

The military, of course, is not alone in this

holders, In tho past five years it has dis-
covered a dozen Communists and several

and otherwise “lmmoral” people,

~-business. The Civll Service Commission

i spends more than half its budget probing .
-~ >~ into the lives of prosent and prospective job= -

Mr. LONG of Missouri, Mr. President," .thousand homosexuals, excessive drinkers

The National Aeronautics and Spaco Ad- “

ministration inguires into ecvery facet of
. the llves of its astronauts and their famililes

v, and weighs thoe findings against the model’

-“public image” it sccks, (Tho process broke

down last year when an astronaut unpre=
dictably was sued for divorce.)

- It also enpages in n curlous political sur-

. The Passport Office demands detailed per=
sonal historles from all passport applicants,
© who have been -married more than twico.

- veillanee program which, in theory at least, -

could deprive a Scnator like J, WrLLiam FuL-

BRIGHT Or WAYNE MORSE of the right to travel

. abroad.

" The Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice snoops on an international scale. It has
dosslers  on  “'scx-deviates,” prostitutes,

the world.

To harvest and handle information of this
kind, an enormous Industry has been created
in the United States in the past 80 years.

It spends hundreds of millions of dollars and

engages the talents and inquisitive instinets
‘of thousands. Tho Xederal Government
“alone employs far more investigators than

all compiling personnl dosslers.

wease®The Retall Credit Co., Iargest of the pri-
vato investigating concerns, grosses moro '

rapists and criminals in countries all over .

- than $100 mililon o year from activities that .
have little to do with “retail credit)' Tho

Fedoral Civil Service Commuision spends $17
milllon & year on personncl investigations.

For the snme purposo, Doefenso spent 846

million last year, the Internal Rovenuo
Servico spent $10.3 million, the Atomic
- Encrgy Commisslon spent 85.8 million. Tho

$170 million FBI budget fncluded about $145

million for “security” and criminal Investi-

FOIAb3b-

; gations. ,
[ (By Richard Harwood) = _Tho fruft of these investments is tangible,

3 f. On an ordinary working day, the Federal 'Tho names and numbers of virtually all of '.
‘ Housing Administration puts away in itz.- us can-be found in somebody's fililng cabinet.

files- "confidentinl” reports on the marital and for millions of us there aro extensive iife ;
stabliity of npproximately 4,000 prospective histories with intimate detalls of our acxual
home buyers. - More than a milllon of these ' hablts, ‘friendships, financial nffairs, odg,iﬂ";
‘Toporta  were -colleoteditor:the QGovernment - tics nPd‘ political and religious bellcf;‘”.'-“*“"
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r " NO FPI MONOPOLY
utomntically thinks, In this con-
nc?::gn.n of the FBI with 176'%4 milllon.
sots of fingerprints, its bulky dossicrs on
- 11,000 Communist Party mcmlf'cra and 100,-:
000 Communist “sympathizers” and its su=
persecret Ilst of peoplo to be arrcsted im=
medlatcly in the cvent of war. Dut the
FBI has no monopoly in these aflalirs.
The Retall Credit Co.'s 7000 investigntora
maintaln dossiers on 42 milllon peoplo nt
" any glven time, Some of them contain such
fneriminating information that they are kept
under lock and key In the oMcea of tho com-

. yernonnel. ’
pany's mf"‘""" Drepartment hna a contral |

Tha
Jnder of 200 tnilfon hnma eards phos 14 2
miliun Hin Diatagien cemnpilad in the aturne
of Ha sacority Invoatlgnitons,  ‘Phs dinoto-

Information In its possosston oould
:::-::?:ko‘um lives and carcers of thousands
' of men and women.
. ‘The Civil Hervico Comminsion hns tho snmo
« power. 1ta filen includo clght milllon nocrot
' donalers on people Inveatipatod for Iedoral
. employmant. ‘Thoy contain thousandn of
i allegntions (and In many canca proof) o'r'
: conduct,”” ‘“immoral conduct,
Lwgdishonest conduct” and “notorlously dis=
graceful and infamous conduct.* -

The Credit Dureau, Inc, the Inrgest of . accldental,

{ Wnshington's credit-rating companics, has
. yeoords on 2.5 mllilon’ past and present resl-

" cated code system to px"ovcnt the information

1t holds from falling into the wrong bands.
Tho I'BI, Defenso and the Civll Service Com=
mission mnko o fetlsh of protecting their
“raw files.”

Thus, the investigators clalm, dangers to .

the cltizenry from snooping are minimal, .
“No one need worry,” one is told, "“about
the unauthorized use of his file.,”

The rccord, however, docs not support this "

clalm, What n man reveals about himseclf
Jn-an application for department storo credit
fy ay Inter prove the cructal factor in the losa
f & Governmont Job., A “confidontiol’” re-
port discrediting o reporter for The-Wash-
inpton Post—whlich Iater proved to bao totnlly
finn—wnont nll tho way from the Stato Dg-
partmant, to tho While Houno, tho CIAho
Dofonnn Dopartment and, \11“mntcl§',"'f0 tho
muanngaern of the nownpaper, :
Governmont “sccurity’ reports on private
clitlzons often end up in the hands of private
employora, and the roverso is true, Tho Civil
8orvico Commission, 'tho FBI and credit=-
« ratinpg ngencles work hand in glove, 'The
“confldential’ FITA reports on applicants for
houning loans are avallablo to mortgngoe lend-
‘ors for $1.60. .
* IN JIGIT PLACES

A DPresident of tho Unlited

S . ~,
son has a low oplnion of the polyg’mm\
Even CIA people concede that it s uscless
when tho subject 8 n congenital llar,

. - A CRIPPLING PARADOX

To Johnson and Deputy Assistant Sccree
tary of Defense Walter Bkallerup, the whole
process of personnel Investigation is dis-
torted by the precoccupation with turning up

“dlrt.” They urgo a system almed at disg=
covering talent rather than  spotless
mediocrity. : ‘

Finolly, there 18 a paradox in the present |

. Bystem that makes absolute "security” unate

' Nor ‘aro disclosures of this kind always o

Btates—hr'ing office in tho 1060a—hos dige

cussed at

dents and has access to milllons of similar * Journalists the contents of a sccret reporg
s records in cities all over the United Btates. " on tho sexual indiscretions of a Senator.

Its regular reports to the FBI and other .|
“Govornment agencies often are sufliclently  within tho past five years, tried to peddle to

damaging (o cost & man his job, Tho FBI, newsmcn the Federal income tax returna of
" for example, on the basis of Credit Bureau .a political opponent. The samo thing has
" yeports, weeded out a large humber of peo~  happened with politicians in other states,
' ple chosen to work for Sargent 8hrilver's . notably Floride and Ohlo.

OMce of Economdc Opwrtumw.' :
v AN ADMITTED THREAT °

Tho Government's chief personnel investi- |

! gator, Kimbell Johnson of the Civil Service

Commission, 18 consclous of the power he
{ and other investigators could wiecld,

¥ “Whenever o bureaucracy. amasses

" about Its citizens,” he says, “an Inhcrend

threat to liberty oxists.'”

- vato detective In Washington, he may

If o visitor stumbles onto the right pri-

bo
"ahown photographs of a prominent political
figure in bed with the wife of a promlnent
soclallte. Getting Information out of the

getiing a weathor report, - .
Just a couple of years ago, o foreign lob-

Yale Prof. Staughton Lynd expcﬂcncéd " bylst obtained an HUAC report on the lobby.

‘this “threat” a few months ago when the'
¢ Blate Department revoked his passport, In
part, because of “anti-American statements”
In his dossier,, They had been collected by
+ Binte Department investigntors who troiled
“-him to public. meotings in- this country and
i monitorcd his speeches for, criticlams of
. American policy In Vietnam. These criti-
i alsms then beeame factors in the declalon of

Ing activities of o Senate staif member, The,

report was taken to the White Housc in an
effort to discredlt. the stafer.

" Whenever things of this sort occur, men
of good will in Government or private in-

. “closed files” of the House Un-American Ac= .
fileg - tivitles Committee 1a about as dificult as

“off-the-record” mecting with

The governor of o Mid-South stato has,

tainable even if it were deslrable in a free !
pociety. The people privy to the highest
sccrots of the Government and the men on
whoso judgment and emotional stability thoe
world's fate may hang aro exempt from the
acrconings of tho investigators,

“Who,”" anked n CIA man not long ago,
“is going to give Lyndon Johnson a polygraph
test or o psychological examination?”

The membhers of Congreas who deal with
theso matters ars never checked out by the
FBI, Psycholozlsts do not prohe the mind
of the Bocretary of Defense the way they

~Pprobe the minds of some of his underlings.

A DALLAS AFTERMATIX

In the aftermath of President Kennedy's:
.assassination, there was intense concern with
the problem of presidential security, Thero
were suggestlons that thousanda of potential
security risks be arrested or at least confined .
10 their homes whenever tho President wWos
traveling. : ’
“That,"” J. Edgar Iloover replied, "ls what'
you would call totalitarian security. I don't
Think you can have that kind of sccurity In

. this country without having o great wave of’

‘exiticlsm against {t."” .

. There are signs that a similar reaction fs
setting in ngainst snooping, General Motors
has promised that there will be no more
Ralph Nader Iinvestigations, Secretary of

. Btato Dean Rusk has promised to-curtail

the surveillance of American citlzens travel-
ing abroad. The Clvil Service Commission

-1 having second thoughts about psychologi=

cal testing. Tho President has ordered a cure

. tallment of electronic envesdropping.

Mcanwhile, however, the dosslers continue

o pilo up. In the offices of Government and

dustry respond with new -suggestions for .

‘protecting the “sanctity” of the files. But
1t 18 obvious, as they concede, that so long

" the Passport Office to deny Lynd thoe liberty —cXbent or another. ‘

‘" Yo travel 'abroad, . : :
' Another case involved larvard Prof. H. . the Civil Bervico Commission divulged =n

| Btuart Hughee, whose plans to visit Evropo great deal of Informatlon about Government

- noxt fall were known months In advance to ~Peérsonnel to tho late” Sen. Joseph R..
the FBI. Drawing on Hughes's political dos- - McCarthy (R-Wis.).
aler, the FBI asked the State Department and otic motives and she was finally fired. But

+ United Btates agents overseas to place the -the damage wns done. oo

' professor under survelllance when he reached

. Europo, .

¢ 'Thess incidents suggest, 1 nothing else,

* that the sweep of the Governmeont's investi-

milllons of dossiers piling up In Government
and private offices are really necessary. How

The more diflficult question s whether the |

much does one necd to know before hiring a '

- gative Interests is far broader than a citizen -~ MAD or Iending him money? Not even the !

{ might assume in o free soclety. investigators havo thoso answers,

BECURITY “'ODLIGATION" L

In both the public and private sectors of
Ameriean o,
terms of the scarch for sccurlty and certle
tude. And Institution, it 15 argued, hos an  tlons about marital stability In terms of the
obligation to know who it is hiring, who 1t forccloauro 1%roblcm.

Is lending money to and who may threaten to supp
Ia exlatento, i R ) )

acknowledgo that oven though credlt ls freer,

infinitesimal, -

— e s ——— e

Tho retail credit agencles, for example,

and casler today than at any other time in
inveatigations are defended In  history, the loss rate from dendbeats remalis .

The TFHA Justifics its' qucss .

But it has no figures
clnim that “oneo of the lead= ;

L ~.‘_1ng'n(ép«'scs of fgreclosure is divorce.” :
The Inherent dangers in’ the process aré .- o] CIA gnd tho Nntional Security-

svorywhere recognized. Retall Credit, for Agenci comptl job applicants to take an
*anmple, ncknowledges that some of its doss  offensiv § dotector test that include auch
slors would bo & gold mine for blackmallers;
honce, they ate handled even within the
agenoy like top-secret documents, . Washe
QM‘I Credit Bureay, Ino., uses & compli=

"

sexual aote sincoe the age of 167" But there
.is great controversy .ovor tho valuo of theao
-4este. ‘The Clvil Service Commission’s John«

JUN 1 1366

- questions as: “Have you engaged {n homos .

&g dosalers exist, they will be abused to one .

A trusted sccrotary in Johnson's office in .

Bhe acted out of patri- |

industry,. What will becomo of them, nobody,
:knO)vs. : '
l
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